
462

Apr. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Gore’s GLOBE project gives tomorrow’s envi-
ronmental scientists a chance to interact with
the scientists of today. Today I am directing
every department and agency in our National
Government to develop educational Internet
services targeted to our young people. With this
action, we are one step closer to giving young
people the tools they need to be the best they
can be in the 21st century.

We owe much of our progress thus far to
the efforts of the Vice President. He has led
our national campaign for technology literacy,
and I’d like him to say a few words now.

Mr. Vice President.

[At this point, the Vice President made brief
remarks describing Technology Literacy Chal-
lenge Fund grants.]

The President. Thank you, Mr. Vice President.
Both of us encourage all of you to visit the

White House home page. And once again, let
me thank all the NetDay volunteers. We are
going to meet our goal. We’re going to get every
classroom and every library in this country
hooked up by the year 2000.

Have a great day, and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Teleconference Remarks to Students on NetDay
April 19, 1997

The President. Hi, students!
Students. Hi, Mr. President!
The President. Now, is that Mr. Contreras

with you?
Precious Robinson. Yes, this is Mr. Contreras.
The President. Hello, Miguel, how are you?
Miguel Contreras. Buenos dias, Mr. President.
The President. Buenos dias. Now, why don’t

you tell us why you’re volunteering this week-
end?

Mr. Contreras. Well, we’ve got quite a num-
ber of union members here in Los Angeles as
part of the national AFL–CIO NetDay, that are
coming together here to help wire 38 schools
and empowerment zones in Los Angeles. And
we’re going to kick it off today. We think that
educational opportunities is equivalent to civil
rights here, and we want to make sure that
all our students have the necessary tools to bring
them into the 21st century.

So we’re glad that you’re supporting this ef-
fort. And the unions here—in particular, the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
Local 11; we have the CWA, Communication
Workers of America; and the United Teachers
of LA all have turned out today to ensure that
the wiring is a success. So we’re going to move
forward today.

The President. Thank you.
And Ms. Robinson, what benefits do you ex-

pect to flow from this to the students at your
school?

Ms. Robinson. Well, we want to be prepared
for the 21st century, and we want our children
to be familiar and to be competent and to be
ready to use the Internet. So we expect a great
deal—great many benefits from this. We want
the super-information highway. We know that
is the way of the future, and we want all of
our students to be prepared for that.

We have a lot of our staff members here
also, my teachers, my parents, my superintend-
ent. And so we’re all very excited about the
work that’s going to take place today.

The President. Well, thank you.
How many of the young people behind us

know how to use a computer? Raise your hand
if you can use a computer.

Mr. Contreras. Quite a number of them.
The President. Good for you. Well, good luck.
Mr. Contreras. Don’t ask the adults. [Laugh-

ter]
The President. Well, don’t ask the adults on

this side of the screen, either. [Laughter] The
Vice President can raise his hand; I’m not so
sure about me. [Laughter]

Have a good day. Thank you.
Students. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Now we want to go to Hart-

ford. There’s Hartford. Good morning!
Students. Good morning!
The President. I want to thank all the young

people who are there participating in the Youth
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Tech Corps. The Vice President and I just an-
nounced that Connecticut will be getting some
more funds from the Department of Education
to make sure that every child in Connecticut
will have access to educational technology. So
I want you to tell me about what the Youth
Tech Corps is doing and how that relates to
getting technology out to everybody.

Student. The Youth Tech Corps, first of all,
is a program that is designed to match students
who have strong interests with technology with
other students and use businesses to enhance
this program.

The President. So those of you who have good
skills are helping those who need it, right?

Student. All who are interested.
The President. Yes, well, maybe you could

send me a volunteer. I need some help down
here. [Laughter]

Student. No problem.
The President. I see a couple of volunteers

in the back of the room there. They’re laughing.
[Laughter]

What have you done on NetDay? What does
it mean for Connecticut and for you?

Student. Well, basically the Youth Tech Corps
is—basically, we’re trying to continue on the
process of Connect ’96 and just take it the next
step to getting the schools—all the schools con-
nected and make sure that they can use the
computers once they have computers and
they’re connected to the Internet.

The President. Do you find that in your own
experience that once the computers are there
and they’re hooked up to the Internet that they
are widely used?

Student. I think they’re widely used if the
people using them know how to. I know, like,
a lot of students—there are some that probably
don’t know how to. But I think—I feel that
they’re widely used.

The President. What about the teachers? Do
all the teachers know how to make maximum
use of it?

Student. No. [Laughter]
The President. Some yes and some no, right?

[Laughter]
Student. Yes. Some do and some don’t, you

know, because some teachers actually put their
grades on computer, not for—[inaudible]—but
those who calculate it.

The President. So it’s important that we don’t
let the connecting of the schools and the class-

rooms get ahead of training the teachers and
the students about how to use the computers.

Student. Right.
Student. Exactly.
The President. Because otherwise they’re use-

less just sitting there, right?
Student. Right.
The President. Now, is everybody in the room

a member of the Tech Corps?
Student. This is the corps; this is the begin-

ning of it. Hopefully, they will continue to be
a part of the Youth Tech Corps.

The President. Good for you.
Do you want to say anything, Al?
The Vice President. Well, I just want to con-

gratulate all of you. It’s an exciting day. It makes
you feel good to be a part of this, doesn’t it?

Student. Yes.
The Vice President. Well, congratulations, and

keep up the wonderful work.
Student. Thank you.
The President. You’ve reminded us of some-

thing very important today about what you’re
doing, too, because we sometimes get so focused
on making sure all the classrooms in the country
are hooked up that we forget that the hookup
is worthless unless the teachers and the students
are trained to use it——

Student. That’s right.
The President. ——and have the time and

ability to use it.
So I thank all of you for what you’re doing,

and I hope that this conversation we’re having
today will lead to some greater publicity for
your Tech Corps so that maybe every commu-
nity in the country will have one to make sure
that the students and the teachers can use the
computers and the hookups that we’re provid-
ing.

Thank you, God bless you, and good luck.
Hang in there.

Students. Thank you.
The President. Bye-bye. Have a good day.

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at 10:40
a.m. from the Oval Office at the White House
to students in Los Angeles, CA, and Hartford, CT.
In his remarks, the President referred to Miguel
Contreras, executive secretary-treasurer, Los An-
geles County Federation of Labor; and Precious
Robinson, principal, Barrett Elementary School in
Los Angeles.
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Remarks to the United Auto Workers
April 20, 1997

The President. Thank you.
Audience member. We love you, man!
The President. Thank you. I love you, too.

And I appreciate you.
President Yokich, Secretary Treasurer Wyse,

to the officers and the ladies and gentlemen
of the United Auto Workers. I came here, more
than anything else, to say two things. Number
one, thank you very much for helping me and
the Vice President become the first Democratic
ticket to be reelected in 60 years. Thank you
very much. [Applause] Thank you. The second
thing I came here to say is that if we do the
right things, we can build that bridge to the
21st century together.

You know, we’ve had a lot of monumental
fights in Washington in the last 4 years. That’s
not all bad, and it was to be expected. You
have lived through, in the last few years, the
biggest economic change to occur in the United
States and in the world since the global Depres-
sion of the 1920’s and the 1930’s. And this one,
thank goodness, has not led to global depression,
but you know how much things are changing.

And when I became President, there were
a lot of assumptions here in Washington that
had come to dominate our country’s thinking
and politics, during the years when the Presi-
dents of the other party dominated the White
House. People believed that you could talk
about the deficit, but you didn’t really have to
do anything about it, that if there was anything
done to help labor it was, by definition, bad
for business. People believed that Government
was always the enemy. And they believed that
the only kind of tax cuts that were any good
were ones that cut taxes on the very wealthiest
Americans because they would somehow benefit
everyone else by trickling down.

I came here believing we could balance the
budget in a way that was fair to all Americans,
get interest rates down, and help grow the econ-
omy, which would help people who have capital
and invest it, but it would also help to lower
car payments and home mortgages and college
loan payments and make this country strong in
the world again. I came here believing that the
only long-term way to strengthen the American
economy was to build the middle class, and that

meant we had to be pro-worker and pro-busi-
ness, and we could do both.

I came here believing that in a country that
now has only about 4 percent of the world’s
population, if we want to continue to enjoy
about 20 percent of the world’s wealth, we’re
going to have to get some other people to buy
our goods, but we could only have free trade
if it was also fair trade. And we have 200 sepa-
rate trade agreements to show for our efforts
in that in the last 4 years. All of these things
you helped to make possible.

And if you think about the debates going on
in Washington today—if you think about the
fights we had in ’95 and ’96, which the Amer-
ican people were heard loud and clear on—
they said, ‘‘We don’t believe the Government
is always the enemy.’’ They said, ‘‘We do think
we have a responsibility to protect education
and the environment and the integrity of our
health care programs.’’ They said, ‘‘You can bal-
ance the budget without hurting ordinary Ameri-
cans or trampling on the poor.’’

And I think that message is out there. I agree
with President Yokich; you came about 10,000
votes short of having our party win the House
of Representatives again because they outspent
us 4, 5, or 6 to 1 the last 10 days. But we
did a pretty good job. And by the way, I’m
proud of the fact that you invested in our cam-
paigns and helped us and fought for us and
stood up for us and stood with us.

You hear all this talking today. You know,
people forgot what was at stake there. In 1993
when we passed that economic plan, our oppo-
nents said it was the end of civilization as we
know it. Remember all the things they said?
‘‘Unemployment will go up. The deficit will go
up. The world’s going to just go to pieces in
America because of the President’s economic
plan.’’

Well, in 4 years this country produced over
111⁄2 million new jobs for the first time in any
Presidential term. They were wrong, and you
were right. You were right—107,000 of them
were in the auto industry. Unemployment now
is down to 5.2 percent, a 9-year low. In 1995,
average wages started to rise again for the first
time in 20 years. And last year, over half of
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